The Luncheon Club for
Senior Gasheads &
their friends
February 2019

As we start to see the afternoon skies begin to lighten into early evening, our thoughts turn to the
promise of springtime before heralding, hopefully, the warmth of summer. We trust you all had an
enjoyable Christmas and New Year and are now looking forward to our final Luncheon of the 2018/19
season.

This has been arranged for
at The Memorial Stadium commencing at 12 noon.
As with the previous lunch, please note the slightly earlier start time so that we can wrap up events by
2.45 pm

We are delighted to welcome
(pictured) who will not only
reminisce on his playing days at The Memorial Stadium but also his current
role within the Football Club. He will also touch on his involvement with the
Bristol Rovers Community Trust project “Mental Health - Recovery through
Sport”. There may also be time for a short Q&A session at the end.

The selection is:
Ÿ Tomato and Basil Soup
Ÿ Breast of Chicken in a White Wine and Garlic Cream Sauce
accompanied by a selection of Seasonal Vegetables and Potatoes

a

Ÿ Lemon Cheesecake **
Ÿ Tea/Coffee and After Dinner Mints

Vegetarian and Vegan options are available. Please email rogerbrinsford@bristolrovers.co.uk for
details if either you, or any of your party, wish to take up these options
** There will be an option of Fruit Salad for Dessert. However, this must be booked in advance by
notifying rogerbrinsford@bristolrovers.co.uk

Simply transfer £20 per head into our Blue Diamond Club bank account. Our Bank details are Sort code = 30-84-75, Account = 54242268, Account Name = Blue Diamond Club
Please add your name in the Reference box
If you wish to pay by cheque, please email alancavill@btinternet.com for his address details

_________________________________________________________

Please email Roger Brinsford rogerbrinsford@bristolrovers.co.uk with the names of the guests on your
table once they have all paid.

Even at this early stage, the following prizes have already been kindly donated:
-

2 x match-day tickets to a forthcoming Rovers game, kindly donated by Bristol Rovers FC

-

Basket of fruit, kindly donated by a Committee Member

-

Family ticket (2 Adults + 3 Children) kindly donated by Haynes International Motor Museum

-

2 x Thorntons Classic Easter Eggs, kindly donated by a Committee Member

-

Bottles of wine, kindly donated by Bristol Rovers FC

-

Adult (x2) Royal London One-Day or Vitality Blast Tickets for a Gloucestershire County Cricket
Club match at the Brightside Ground, Bristol or the Cheltenham Cricket Festival, kindly donated
by the Club.

Full details of these, and other prizes sourced in the intervening period, will be on your table.
There will be a leaflet on each table for the Haynes International Motor Museum at Sparkford
(www.himm.co.uk) and you can follow Gloucestershire County Cricket Club (www.gloscricket.co.uk) @GlosCricket on Twitter or Gloucestershire Cricket on Facebook.
As with all donors of prizes, we would like to extend our grateful thanks to them for providing such
wonderful prizes. On a personal note, for which I can vouch, Haynes International Motor Museum offers
a fantastic day out for families and motorcar enthusiasts alike.

We are still looking for an additional member or two to join our Committee and, in particular, to assist
with the sourcing of raffle prizes. We only meet together once in advance of a forthcoming Luncheon
and conduct all remaining business by email.
If you are interested in joining the Committee, please contact Roger Brinsford whose details are listed
right at the end of this newsletter.

We very much appreciate your extraordinary generosity in purchasing raffle tickets in the draws. Over
the five Luncheons to date, you have raised a staggering £2,175, all of which has been donated causes
close to Bristol Rovers and their connections
This means we have been able to pass on:
N £400 to Bristol Rovers Community Trust for their ‘Extra Time’ project
N £75 to St Augustine’s Church, Downend for letting us ‘borrow’ their Organist for the
Carols at the last two Christmas Luncheons
N £500 to Bristol Rovers Academy for educational purposes
N £500 to Myotonic Dystrophy Research
N £200 to provide refreshment facilities in the Bristol Ambulance Medical Room
N £500 to the Bristol Rovers Community Trust project “Mental Health - Recovery through Sport”

_________________________________________________________

The project we are supporting at this Luncheon is the Bristol Rovers Community Trust initiative to run
Inclusive Football sessions for young people with disabilities. The Trust aim to give young people the
opportunity to play football in a fun inclusive environment which is catered for their needs. The sessions
are led by the Trust’s Community Coaches who create a fun and inclusive environment for all involved.
The sessions are based at the brand new £6M Lockleaze Sports Centre in Bonnington Walk, Lockleaze
and, by teaming up with the Gloucestershire Football Association and Lockleaze Sports Trust, the cost
has been kept down to the incredible low price of just £3 per session. These sessions offer young people
with disabilities the opportunity to play football, keep fit and make new friends. It demonstrates the
Trust’s commitment to improving the opportunities for young people in the local area.
We hope that a substantial donation from the Luncheon raffle will enable the Trust to continue with
their wonderful work within the local community here in Bristol.

Many either spoke or emailed afterwards to say that the Christmas function was the best yet. There was
a lot of variety to the proceedings but above all it is the camaraderie, friendship and goodwill amongst
you, the guests, that are making these events so enjoyable for everyone.
Firstly, Adam Tutton (pictured left)
and then Anwar Uddin (right) spoke
on the work that they are both undertaking with the Bristol Rovers Community Trust and the Football
Supporters Federation respectively.
Anwar spoke initially about his time
at Rovers but then outlined the diversity projects nationally in which he is
personally involved.
Guests, I have to say, were spellbound. You could have heard a pin
drop! Our thanks therefore to Adam
and Anwar for their outstanding contributions.
Another big ‘thank you’ goes to Tony Mills (below left, dreaming of a new job), standing in as Master of
Ceremonies for Alan Cockayne, who was topping up his sun tan! Tony conducted proceedings in his
usual amusing manner, especially on the raffle, with witty asides especially for the initial winner of the
Wookey Hole experience! Many thanks, Tony, for your part in making it a memorable occasion.

_________________________________________________________

Also, we were delighted to welcome Dave Fletcher (pictured previous page), back from his ‘Round the
World’ motorcycle adventure to personally thank guests for the £500 donation we were able to make
to Myotonic Dystrophy Research.
To round off events, we sang our GAS Christmas carols culminating in the hilarious Twelve Days.
Everyone had obviously been practising their roles and I reckon that next Christmas we should have the
“standing up, sitting down” off to a ’T’. Again, we have to thank our real Maestro of the Keyboards, Phil
McWilliams for not only entering into the fantastic spirit of the occasion but also for keeping us up to
speed when we lagged behind.

At Christmas, we invited one of our guests, who with her husband Derrick has supported every one of
our Luncheons, to say Grace. We were delighted that Sheila Gulwell gladly accepted our invitation and
these are the words she asked us to share;
Lord, thank you for the food before us, The family and friends beside us, and the love between us.
Amen
For the Spring Luncheon, we have asked our Treasurer, Alan Cavill, to say Grace.

Once again, we extend our grateful thanks to Keith Brookman, who circulated amongst guests, taking
photographs, seen here and on our website www.brbdc.org.uk This is also an appropriate occasion
to mention Martin Bull, who keeps our website up together and updated.
Our thanks and appreciation therefore go to Keith and Martin who so readily volunteer for these tasks.

I know it is a bit in advance but the luncheons for 2019/2020 season have been booked. These are:
Ü
Late Summer Luncheon - Thursday, 19 September 2019
Ü
Christmas Luncheon - Thursday, 5 December 2019
Ü
Spring Luncheon - Thursday, 5 March 2020
Pencil the dates into your diaries!
Chair: Roger Brinsford / Secretary: Mo Bell / Treasurer: Alan Cavill / Advisory Committee
Members: Andrew Baker & Mike Tremlin / Master of Ceremonies: Alan Cockayne

_________________________________________________________

